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WASHINGTON STATE DISCOVERY PROGRAM 

Yakima & Seattle   

Selkirk Middle School – Mr. Michael Smith 

             3 Days, Week of June 1, 2020 – All-Inclusive Cost: $445/student 

                  

Program Highlights: 
 

• Experience Heritage University – why is this University so important to the Yakima Valley 
Region? Participate in a focused discussion about “Equity, Equality and Justice” 

• Learn about the life, labor experiences & education of Migrant Workers & their families 
• Engage in a meaningful Community Service activity with the OIC  
• Visit a working farm – understand the economic impact of Yakima’s agriculture to our state 
• Discover new aspects of Native American history and culture in the PNW 
• Examine campus life at the University of Washington – what’s it like to be a student at 

Washington’s largest university? 
• Explore Seattle: What is the historical significance of Pike Place Market? What impact did the 

Klondike Gold Rush have on Seattle? Why does Seattle have an “underground?” 
• Learn about the cultural, economic and ecological role of PNW Salmon and other marine life 

in the Puget Sound 
• Gain a unique & personal perspective on Washington’s unique immigration history in Roslyn 

 
 



 

 

Program Itinerary: 

Day 1 – YAKIMA   

• Private motor coach departs Spokane for 
Yakima  

• Arrive at Heritage University – experience 
an amazing team building opportunity 
with one of the University’s leaders. Learn 
what makes the institution so unique. 
Discuss “Equity, Equality and Justice.”  

• Arrive at the Central Washington 
Agricultural Museum. Before the 
experiential learning begins, we’ll start 
with a brown bag lunch from home.  

• As the largest museum of it’s kind in the 
Northwest, the AG Museum provides an 
exciting opportunity for students to 
experience what farm life has been like 
over the past 100 years. History lessons 
come alive through hands-on 
reenactments. Students participate in 
discussions and activities such as the art of 
blacksmithing, buggy rides and apple 
butter churning.  

• Visit a modern-day working farm. Learn 
about the science, the business and the 
economic impact of Yakima’s crops on our 
state. It’s an unforgettable “Aha!” when 
the phases of farming, harvesting, 
processing & distribution illustrate exactly 
where our food comes from and what it 
takes to feed the world. 

• Arrive at the OIC and participate in a 
meaningful service project. Students will 
be introduced to the needs of many in the 
greater Yakima Valley and will help by 
tending to their sustainable community 
garden. 

• Restaurant etiquette: enjoy a fun dinner 
out and reflect on the day’s events  

• Settle in for the night and get some much-
needed rest at the Oxford Suites. Personal 
Growth: students learn to take 
responsibility for themselves on a whole new level!  

 



 

 
Day 2 –  SEATTLE 
  

• Breakfast will be served at the hotel 
• Drive to Seattle  
• Enjoy a tour of the University of 

Washington. What does life look like at 
the oldest and largest school in our 
state?  

• Enjoy a Seattle-themed lunch. 
• Set foot in iconic Pike Place Market! 

Students will learn about what prompted 
the development of one of the most 
iconic public markets in the Americas, 
discover its history, and explore! 

• From Pike Place, walk to Pioneer Square 
and see first-hand how the Klondike Gold 
Rush helped Seattle get back on its feet 
after the terrible fire of 1889. A park 
ranger will escort our group through the 
Klondike Gold Rush Museum.  

• Experience the infamous Seattle 
Underground in an evocative, interactive 
& legend-fueled tour of this historic site. 
Students will see what Seattle looked like 
before the Great Fire of June 1889.  

• We’ll reflect on the day’s events over 
dinner. 

• Crash into bed at the Hampton Inn.  
 
 

 
 

TOP THREE 8th GRADE PROGRAM THEMES: 
IMMIGRATION:  

• Yakima Valley and migrant labor’s 
value to the region 

• Pike Place Market and its historical 
significance 

• the Roslyn Cemeteries and settler 
heritage 

KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH:  
• Pioneer Square Museum  
• The Seattle Underground. 

EARTH SCIENCES:  
• The MaST Center 
• Redondo Beach 
• Ballard Locks 

 
 



 

 
 

Day 3 – SEATTLE, ROSLYN 
 

• Enjoy a hearty breakfast at the hotel. 
• Few know that the world’s biggest octopus 

lives in Puget Sound. Experience science in 
action at Highline Community College’s 
MaST Center – a living educational research 
center & aquarium. Students will work with 
the experts who dedicate themselves to the 
marine life living in the Puget Sound. This is 
totally hands-on, interactive learning!  

• Students will put their newfound 
knowledge to work as they walk Redondo 
Beach, engaging in a scavenger hunt and 
examining the tide pools there along with 
the MaST Center’s teaching guide.  

• Continue our exploration of the PNW’s 
marine biology at the Ballard Locks – here 
students will learn about salmon migration 
and what makes the Locks not only so 
unique, but also crucial. A guided 
experience will help students understand 
the engineering, ecological and maritime 
concepts so essential to their success.  

• After spending so much time talking about 
fish and seafood, it’s time to enjoy some! 
Anyone hungry for a typical Seattle lunch?  

• Load the motor coach and begin our 
journey back to Spokane. As we do, we will 
stop and enjoy the unique Roslyn 
Cemeteries. We will explore what makes 
this location so incredibly special from the 
historical perspective of American 
immigration. This activity prompts valuable 
discussion about inclusion vs. separation & 
segregation, which bridges right back to our 
very first activity at Heritage University. 

• We’ll arrive back in Spokane just in time for 
dinner at home with our families!  
 

 

*Scheduled activities subject to change. 


